
Frida Kahlo de Rivera (born July 6th, 1907, as Magdalena Carmen Frieda Kahlo y Calderón; died July 13th, 1954), was one of the four daughters born to a Hungarian Jewish father and a Mestizo mother. She survived polio she had contracted as a child, and once grown up, she was poised to study medicine in Mexico City. However, at 18, she was involved in a bus accident which left her gravely injured. She spent over a year confined to a bed, recovering from fractures to her spine, collarbone and ribs, as well as other serious injuries. Throughout her life, Frida underwent more than 30 operations but it was during that first period of convalescence that she began to paint. At the age of 22, she married the eminent Mexican muralist Diego Rivera, 20 years her senior. Frida once said: "I suffered two grave accidents in my life… One in which a streetcar knocked me down and the other was Diego." The streetcar accident crippled physically while Rivera wreaked lasting emotional havoc.
Still, her painting not only reflects the vicissitudes of her life, which did not spare her physical and psychological trauma. Deeply woven in her art is the history and the spirit of the contemporary world, echoing the social and cultural transformations that took place in Mexico in the 20th century. Her personality, coupled with the native past and progressive present of Mexico yielded a unique blend of self-expression, language, imagination, as well as the colours and symbols of Mexican culture. At the same time, Kahlo manifests the spirit of the artistic avant-garde and the cultural exuberance of her time; delving into her oeuvre, one discovers the underlying tracery of varied cultural and artistic currents whose presence was felt in Mexico: from Pauperism and Estridentism to Surrealism and what much later would be referred to as Magical Realism.  
Frida died at the age of 47. Her ashes were placed in a pre-Columbian urn which can still be seen at what is known as the Blue House she once shared with Rivera. A year after her passing, Rivera entrusted the house to the state, to become a museum - the Museo Frida Kahlo.
Diego Rivera (born December 8th, 1886, in Guanajuato, as Diego María de la Concepción Juan Nepomuceno Estanislao de la Rivera y Barrientos Acosta y Rodríguez; died November 24th, 1957, in Mexico City) was a Mexican painter, graphic artist and architect, husband to Frida Kahlo. 

Rivera’s art evolved as time went by; at first, his works explored cubism, as he was particularly fascinated with Cezanne and Mondrian
. This was followed by figurative painting and fauvism. Rivera was famed for his Mexican murals, and contributed to the development of art of his country through special projects drawing on pre-Columbian traditions. 
Soon after Frida’s death, Rivera’s health deteriorated severely. His right arm was paralyzed in the wake of a stroke, yet he continued to work tirelessly. He died of heart failure on November 24th, 1957.
Nickolas Muray (born 1892 in Hungary, died 1965 in the USA), studied photography and lithography in Budapest and Berlin. He emigrated to the United States at the age of 21, where he embarked on a photographic career, chiefly taking portraits of people in a newly opened studio. The way he worked soon caused quite a stir which attracted celebrities: actors, dancers, politicians and writers. In 1931, Muray went to Mexico, where he met Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera. The profound feeling which blossomed between Muray and Frida would last many years, and resulted in equally numerous and beautiful photographic portrayals of the artist. In the course of his career, Muray created some 10,000 portraits, while his latter period was devoted to commercial photography, a field in which he became a genuine pioneer. The best known, iconic portraits of Frida in colourful native Mexican attire are to be credited to that very photographer. 
Bernice Kolko (born 1905 in Grajewo, Poland; died 1970) emigrated in 1920 to the United States. She honed her photographic skill with Rudolf Koppitz in Vienna, and upon her return to America worked as independent photographer. In the late 1951 she came to Mexico, to work on a project entitled Women of Mexico, which brought her in touch with Frida Kahlo. They soon became friends; Kahlo herself valued Kolko’s work very highly. 
Fanny Rabel (born Rabinovich on August 27th, 1922 in Lublin, Poland; died November 25th, 2008 in Mexico). As a child, Fanny emigrated with her family to Paris and then, in 1938, to Mexico. Studying at La Esmeralda, she became one of Frida Kahlo’s students. Fascinated with the latter’s personality and work, she was one of the Los Fridos – four of the most devoted disciples of Kahlo’s. For her part, Frida recognized artistic talent and skill of Fanny’s as well. In a text written for Rabel’s first solo exhibition in 1945, Kahlo wrote: “Fanny Rabel paints just as she lives, with great courage, immense sensitivity and intelligence; there is all the love and cheerfulness you have at the age of twenty. [...] the characters and traits of her models are studied with exceptional maturity, and always endowed with vivid emotions. She does all that with great modesty, immense tenderness and femininity which make her so perfect”. In 1949, Fanny joined the collective known as Taller de Gráfica Popular, which enjoyed quite a renown even outside Mexico. As a member of the workshop, the artist focused on graphic arts, with lithography as her favourite medium. In 1959, the TGP published an album with 27 works of Fanny Rabel, entitled Niños de Mexico, which offers an insight into the distinctive qualities of her work.
Jacques Gelman (born 1909 in Sankt Petersburg, died 1986 in Texas, USA) was a Russian-born immigrant, who came to Mexico in 1938 where he became a successful film producer. In 1941, Gelman married Natasha Zahalka Krawak (1911 – 1998), a beautiful Czechoslovakian, with whom he shared a lifelong passion for collecting art. 
The Jacques and Natasha Gelman collection comprises over 300 works of contemporary art. Those created by the most famous couple of Mexican artists of the 20th century Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera are undoubtedly the crowning jewels of the collection, though it also boasts works of their eminent and acclaimed compatriots, such as David Alfaro Siqueiros, José Clemente Orozco, Leonora Carrington, Rufino Tamayo and Francisco Toledo, not to mention the greatest among the artists working in the first half of the 20th century in Paris: Salvador Dali, Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse and Joan Miró. The foreign part of the collection is now kept at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, while the Mexican works remain in their homeland.
dr Helga Prignitz-Poda ‒ curator of the exhibition, author of texts in the catalogue, art collector and historian. She is a graduate of the Freie Universität  in Berlin, while her chief field of expertise is Latin American art. In 1978, Prignitz-Poda translated the first biographical outline of Frida’s life from Spanish into German, and has been the curator of many European exhibitions dedicated to Kahlo,, including Frida Kahlo Retrospektive (Berlin, Vienna 2006-2010), Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera from the Gelman Collection(Istanbul, Dublin 2011), or Frida Kahlo (Rome, Genoa 2014). She is also the author of numerous books and catalogues concerned with Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera, as well as a number of publications discussing Mexican art, such as Taller de Gráfica Popular (2002).

